Analysis of lectin binding sites in the gut of hooded Lister rats with special emphasis on recently detected lectins.
Seven recently isolated lectins were tested for their ability to bind to tissue sections of rat gut. Binding sites for N-Acetylgalactosamine specific lectins were found in mucins, in the brush border membrane and in goblet cells. Non-reducing terminal mannose residues were absent from cell surface membranes but were detected in the supranuclear region of goblet cells and enterocytes. The results of lectin binding obtained in this study were generally similar to lectin-gut interactions observed in vivo.